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FERRY SERVICE 

Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.58 am]: I am operating under a bit of duress here. I have been waiting 
for the member for Murray-Wellington to make his way up the Graham “Polly” Farmer Freeway, which is 
obviously gridlocked. That is probably a good opportunity for my grievance, which is about ferries. If we had 
more ferries, maybe the member for Murray-Wellington could have jumped on a ferry somewhere down the 
other side of Aquinas and sped here in good time!  

I was most interested to read recently the current edition of a publication titled TransScan. It is a bit of light 
reading for anyone who is interested in planning and what is happening in Main Roads. It is a magazine that is 
the initiative of two Western Australian government agencies—Main Roads and the Department of Planning. 
What particularly took my interest was a detailed article on the potential future use of Perth’s Swan and Canning 
Rivers as a major transport system embracing passenger ferries. The report in TransScan went into great depth 
about what is happening around the world in the use of waterways for transporting both people and freight. As 
members would well know, this was music to my ears, as I have, since becoming a member of the Legislative 
Assembly, been trying to champion the use of ferries on the Swan and Canning Rivers, having visited Brisbane, 
as I have mentioned, many times. Sydney has the historic ferry services on Sydney Harbour, but I think Brisbane 
has left us for dead in terms of water transport.  

There is so much happening now in Perth that the Minister for Transport really has an opportunity here to set a 
bit of a trend and do something that has been avoided by transport ministers over the years—that is, to bite the 
bullet and introduce an integrated ferry service using FastCats very similar to the Brisbane service. The 
government has the Perth waterfront project in train and I believe plans are to be produced before the end of the 
year. The plan to develop the waterfront to the bottom of Howard Street and Sherwood Court is a great 
opportunity to turn that part of our city into something like Circular Quay in Sydney. Anyone who has been to 
Sydney knows that when the ferries come into Circular Quay, the people disembark on the steps of the city—a 
short distance from George Street. 

Perth has much potential. The problem with arriving at the Barrack Street jetty is that it is still a quite lengthy 
trip to Hay Street, St Georges Terrace and Murray Street—the business and shopping precincts. If we sink the 
railway line and extend the city across to Northbridge, the Barrack Street jetty will be even further away from 
where the people are. 

I believe that the owners of the Burswood resort are very frustrated because no government has been able to 
deliver a ferry service to their resort, which is the biggest tourist attraction in Western Australia. I have already 
made this point. Burswood was built in the 1980s; it is more than 20 years old. I would have thought that 
someone in planning or in a government of any persuasion would have found a way to build a jetty at a resort 
located on a fantastic piece of water such as the Swan River. A ferry service would assist the people from all 
around the world who stay at Burswood. This government will bring in extended shopping hours. People will be 
coming to Perth to shop. They should be able to get to the shops by ferry, but instead now have to take cabs or 
use the bus service. 

Governments of both persuasions have been negligent in not pushing for further ferry services. When I talk to 
the minister and Transperth, they both come back with the response that they will do it when Perth gets the 
population to warrant it. If we were to wait for that to happen, it would be a very long wait. We have to provide 
incentives for people to use ferries. In Brisbane, locations along the Brisbane River were identified and jetties 
were built. The transport system was rearranged so that people could be ferried by bus or dropped off by car and 
then jump on the very fast CAT ferries. The TransScan publication states that Perth has much to gain from 
giving its rivers a more important role. It refers to a study conducted in 2000 for the previous government when 
it was looking to introduce services similar to the Brisbane ferry service. The previous government was looking 
at potential sites and thought that, as the riverfront was further developed, a ferry service could be developed to 
service places such as Burswood, Canning Bridge and East Perth, as well as at the University of Western 
Australia. The TransScan publication that I was reading as part of my bedtime reading the other night asked 
whether it was time to re-examine the report of the 2000 study. I say that yes, it is time, because — 

Nine years on, the arguments for expanding Perth’s river services are certainly much stronger and today 
there is an even greater likelihood that new services would succeed. 

I find the “Perth Metropolitan Transport Strategy 1995-2029” prediction that by 2029 ferry services would be 
responsible for about 12.5 per cent of the city’s enlarged public transport network quite remarkable. That is 
visionary. One day, by 2029, 12.5 per cent of our commuters could be using ferries. 
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I urge the Minister for Transport to get on with the job and to bring in a ferry service that the people of Western 
Australia want. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray-Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.04 am]: I thank the member for 
South Perth for bringing his grievance to my attention and to that of the Minister for Transport. The member has 
a love affair with South Perth ferries and I too empathise with the member given that I am probably one of the 
few people who was born in South Perth, grew up in South Perth and married in the area. I recall catching the 
ferry with my parents in the old days when it was run by the former Metropolitan Transport Trust. I recall that 
the service was discontinued for a number of years, but that more recently the service has been reinstated. 

The member for South Perth makes some very salient points. He is right; we need to examine all options for 
getting people into and around the city. The Swan River is a great asset, and one that needs to be seized upon. 

The Minister for Transport has provided me with the following response regarding this matter. The current ferry 
service in Perth provides one route between Barrack Street on the southern fringe of the central business district 
and Mends Street jetty in South Perth. This connection across the river is a unique connection between the CBD 
and South Perth’s commercial, restaurant and Perth Zoo precinct. The current ferry route crosses at a narrow 
point, relative to the other expanses of the Swan River, which makes the trip reasonably quick and allows a 
small, low-speed and low-cost ferry to operate. When in service, the current ferry operates at between 6.5 and 
seven knots. There are only two medium-sized low-speed ferries in the Transperth fleet, with both ferries 
operating at peak periods and only one ferry operating at off-peak periods. The size of the ferry and the 
operational characteristics of the ferry route allow for the ferry to be operated by a single person, considerably 
reducing operating costs. 

[Interruption.] 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I empathise with the member for Girrawheen; the reason I was delayed today was that I 
had a couple of pseudoephedrine tablets this morning because I too am suffering the effects of a flu. 

As a result of the relative ease of operation at the Barrack Street-Mends Street point on the river, the existing 
ferry route is quite economical and almost covers its cost. This is unusual for public transport, which is generally 
heavily subsidised. In 2008-09 Transperth’s ferry service achieved 484 000 total passenger boardings at an 
annual cost of $622 000, with a fare revenue of $501 000. The annual patronage for the ferry service has 
remained at between 460 000 and 500 000 total passenger boardings for more than a decade. It is worth re-
emphasising that the current short route, quick journey time and boutique market of Perth Zoo, South Perth 
restaurants et cetera mean that the existing ferry route is unique. It is the obvious place for a ferry route in Perth, 
and the factors I have mentioned provide for its success. Other ferry routes will face quite different patronage 
markets and challenges. 

Perhaps the key inhibitor to expanded ferry services in Perth with a commuter and general traveller market 
remains the lack of intensive development around future ferry station sites, particularly those sites along a ferry 
route that would more viably compete with other public transport options like trains and buses. The opportunity 
for expanded ferry services will increase with the completion of the ongoing developments proposed for the river 
and nearer to the city. The key projects that may present the trigger for an additional ferry service are the Perth 
waterfront project, the East Perth riverside redevelopment project being undertaken by the East Perth 
Redevelopment Authority and ongoing developments in the wider Burswood area, as well as the potential to 
integrate Claisebrook Cove. As more intensive development emerges from these projects, there will be greater 
demand to access each site. Given that several of these sites have some access limitations from land-based 
transport, expanded ferry options from points along the Swan and Canning Rivers may be seen as a useful 
addition to transport options for access. The Public Transport Authority, along with the Department of Transport 
and the Department of Planning, will actively examine and review development progress adjacent to the river at 
key sites for ferry opportunities to identify when expanded ferry services present the level of viability or 
advantage to warrant expansion. 

The Minister for Transport thanks the member for South Perth for his question and ongoing interest in expanding 
the city’s public transport network. I would also like to add that I recognise the member for South Perth’s keen 
interest in this matter. I encourage him, as the very good local member for South Perth, to continue with his 
quest for greater services. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Did you catch the Coode Street ferry or the Mends Street ferry? 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The one right at the bottom of — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Mends Street. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Yes, the Mends Street ferry. 
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Mr J.E. McGrath: The Coode Street ferry has been closed and we want it reopened. When you talk to the 
minister, you may be able to mention that. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I thank the member for South Perth very much for his grievance.  
 


